
 

 

Policy Context 

The International School of London operates within the UK and under the guidance and 
parameters of the Independent School Standards and Education Regulations. As an 
International Baccalaureate (IB) World School we are authorised to offer educational 
programmes in accordance with the published IB standards and practices and accompanying 
programme requirements. In addition, the school has sought accreditation with the Council 
of International Schools(CIS) and must comply with the CIS standards for accreditation 
document. The school policies and practices are designed to comply with the guidance from 
these different agencies. 

Inclusion and Admissions Policy ISL London 

Students enrolled at ISL will have equal opportunities to access the academic curriculum that 
meets their needs, to take part in co-curricular activities and to take part in the full life of the 
school. The school will endeavour to meet the needs of each individual so that they benefit 
fully from the education they receive and achieve their full potential. The school aims for a 
policy of inclusion as we seek to provide an education for any child while acknowledging that, 
in certain cases, for example, for students with significant academic or physical needs, we may 
not be able to provide the support a student requires with the resources available. 

Education at ISL is holistic, aiming to support the growth of the child in all aspects, including 
personal and social development. All employees of ISL play a role and share a responsibility 
in this regard. We recognise the importance of establishing a constructive, working partnership 
between the school and parents, and the building of student self-esteem to help them realise 
their own potential.  

The student and staff population at ISL is culturally and linguistically diverse and great 
importance is placed on promoting international mindedness and multicultural understanding 
within the curriculum and various activities and school events.  

Admissions  

Equality of opportunity applies to all members of the school community and is based on the 
core values expressed in the school’s mission statement. The School accepts children without 
discrimination of gender, religion, race, sexuality or nationality. Upon receipt of the required 
and fully completed documentation, admission to the School will be determined by the 
relevant Campus Principal, with the advice of the specialist teaching staff, based on 
information obtained with respect to:  

 The potential of the applicant to benefit from the education that ISL can provide. 



 

 The capacity of the School to meet the educational needs of the applicant. 

 The eligibility of the student to reside and study in the UK. 
 

Applications for admission will be considered in order of date of application. Students are 
assigned to classes primarily on the basis of age (see below). However, factors such as previous 
records, measured aptitude and achievement, physical and emotional development and other 
relevant details are also considered. The final decision rests with the Campus Principal. If, in 
the judgment of the School, an applicant meets the criteria described above, and space is 
available, acceptance will be unconditional. However, under some circumstances, a conditional 
acceptance may be offered. The conditions of acceptance will be clearly stated. The School 
reserves the right to deny admission or re–enrolment to any applicant if, in its opinion, there 
were reasons to believe that admission or re– enrolment would not be in the best interest of 
the applicant or the School or if relevant information was withheld at the point of application. 
The School also reserves the right to postpone admission if the maximum class capacity has 
been reached in a particular year level. In this case, the applicant is placed on a waiting list. 
The qualified applicants are then accepted in order of date of application.  

Documentation Required for Admission 

The following documentation needs to be supplied for an application to be considered 
complete: 

 Completed application form with one passport-size photo.  

 School records for the previous two years and all available records for the current year, 
as available.  

 The results of any and all standardised testing, including educational evaluations or 
psychological and any other medical reports.  

 Completed Teacher Reference Form.  

 Completed Student Questionnaire (applicants for Grade 4 and above).  

 Copies of the applicant’s passport and UK visa if applicable. 

 Confirmation of payment of the school application fee  

 

Grade Placement 

Students are placed according to their age at September 1st of their year of entry to ISL. 
Where it is considered to be of benefit to the student, they may be placed in a lower grade 
than requested. Only under exceptional circumstances will a student be placed in a higher 
grade than their age group. If a student is placed in a grade higher than their age group, the 
parents are clearly informed that this initial placement is tentative, and that the school may 
advise a change of grade after the student has been thoroughly observed.  
 

  



 

Learning Support 

ISL has a specialist Learning Support Team that supports student with a range of academic, 
emotional and language needs. Parents of applicants with a specific need must submit 
complete reports with the application, these may include Individualised Education Programs 
(IEPs), Educational Psychologist reports or speech and language reports. The school will 
only admit students whose specific academic, physical or other learning needs can be 
provided for by the existing resources and personnel at the school.  
 
Students needing Learning Support may be admitted if it is believed that the school can offer 
appropriate support and that the children can be placed in the regular classroom. When 
reviewing the application of a student with specific needs, the Admissions Team will consult 
with the Learning Support specialists.  Students may be admitted pending agreement to 
engagement in a programme of additional support, e.g.  Individualised Education Plan, 
counselling, other kinds of learning support, as appropriate, which may incur additional fees. 
 
In the case where a specific need has not previously been identified, the school reserves the 
right to review the situation in order to assess the appropriateness of the student's presence in 
the school based on our capacity to address their needs. 

Differentiated Learning  

Students joining ISL come from a variety of backgrounds with varying levels of English, prior 
educational experience and abilities. Differentiation is an expectation from teachers and this 
is evident in the teachers’ planning. All students are expected to progress at a reasonable pace 
and achieve their full potentials.  

English as an Additional Language (EAL) Learners 

Fluency in English is not a criterion for admission at ISL and therefore is not considered to 
be a ‘special educational need’. Depending on the section of the school and the language level 
of the student a range and/or combination of in-class and withdrawal support is provided to 
students by EAL teachers and teaching assistants for English language development. In certain 
situations, an additional fee may be charged for intensive language support. 

Entry into the Early Childhood Grades 
 
It is expected that students joining Early Childhood One (3 years old) are fully toilet trained 
and able to feed and dress themselves with a reasonable level of independence. 
 
Entry into the Grade 10 Foundation 
 
For students who are learning English and need to improve their proficiency before joining a 
post-16 educational programme, we provide an intensive English programme. Students may 
apply directly for this course or it may be recommended as the best choice of course 
following English placement assessments. 
 
  



 

Entry into the Diploma Programme 
 
There is a selection process for students entering the IB Diploma. The process is based on 
the suitability of the programme as the best course of study for the student. The College 
publishes a protocol of admission that can be found in the appendix below.  
 
Re-enrolment of Students 
 
Student re-enrolment should be completed for each academic year the student intends to 
study at the school. The school will seek confirmation and communicate deadlines by which 
intentions should be received. If re-enrolment information is not received within these 
deadlines student places cannot be guaranteed Additionally, if there are financial, academic 
or behavioural issues with a student, parents may not be invited to re-enrol until the situation 
has been resolved and could result in possible refusal of re-enrolment.   
 
 
Date of last policy review: November 2016  
Date of next policy review: November 2019 
 
 
  



 

Appendix 1. Entry into the Diploma Programme 
 
 
The admissions categories described here will be applied to all candidates to join the IB 

Diploma (Grades 11 – 12), whether previously on roll or otherwise. 

 
1. MYP CANDIDATES 

 
Candidates to IB Diploma with an MYP record will be considered under the 
following categories: 
 
A: “Admitted” 
 
These students are admitted to the IB Diploma programme as IB Diploma students, 
subject to ongoing review of their performance in line with the IB Diploma policy 
on student achievement. They must 
 

- have more than 26 Predicted Equivalent Total (MYPPET) points in their MYP 

certificate or record of achievement, calculated from performance in the subjects 

they initially select for the IBDP. 

- have demonstrated competency in English to phase 3 in the IB languages 

continuum, i.e. to equivalent level B2 in the Common European Framework for 

languages. 

- have satisfied attendance and punctuality requirements of the MYP certificate, 

whether or not eligible for that certificate 

- have a satisfactory service record for year 10 

The MYPPET will then be compared with the MYP Final Equivalent Total points 
(MYPFET) on final award of internal levels of achievement in June of the academic 
year concerned. 
 
B: “Admitted under advice” 
 
These students are admitted to the IB Diploma programme with an expression of 
concern, and under probation as described in the IB Diploma policy on student 
achievement. They must 
 

- have 22 – 26 Predicted Equivalent Total (MYPPET) in MYP certificate or record 

of achievement, calculated from performance in the subjects they initially select 

for the IBDP. 

- have demonstrated competency in English to phase 3 in the IB languages 

continuum, to equivalent level B2 in the Common European Framework for 

languages. 



 

- have satisfied attendance and punctuality requirements of the MYP certificate, 

whether or not eligible for that certificate 

- have a satisfactory community and service record for year 10 

X: “Not admitted” 
These students do not meet the above requirements, are advised that the IB Diploma 
programme is not best suited to their abilities, and are not admitted to the IB 
Diploma. 
 

2. NON-MYP CANDIDATES 

 

Where a candidate’s academic record does not allow for a comparative judgement to 

be made, admission decisions will be made on the basis of  

- Academic reports from previous schools 

- Interview with the Head of Admissions and the Head of IB Diploma, or 

their delegates 

- Aptitude tests given in Mathematics, English and Mother Tongue (where 

available) in line with the admissions criteria detailed above. 

 
 
 
  



 

Appendix 2. Definition of terms 
 
Disability 

The UK Equality Act (2010) defines a disabled person as someone who has “a physical or mental 
impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ negative effect on your ability to do normal daily activities.”  

The definition includes a wide range of impairments, including hidden impairments such as 
dyslexia, autism, speech and language impairments, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD).  

Inclusion 
 
The International Baccalaureate sets the following definition for inclusion and inclusive 
practice within IB world schools. 
 
“Inclusion is an ongoing process that aims to increase access and engagement in learning for all students by 
identifying and removing barriers.  
 
Inclusion is an organizational paradigm that involves change. It is a continual process of increasing learning 
and participation for all students. It addresses learning support requirements and questions the broader 
objectives of education, the nature of pedagogy, curriculum and assessment. It is an educational approach to 
which all schools should aspire.  
 
Inclusion is facilitated in a culture of collaboration, mutual respect, support and problem-solving involving the 
whole school community.” 
 
(International Baccalaureate, Learning diversity and inclusion in IB programmes, January 
2016) 
 
Special Education Needs 
 
The UK Special Educational Needs Code of Practice identifies that children of school age 
are deemed to have special educational needs if they  
 
“have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age; or have a 
disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally 
provided for children of the same age in schools” 
 
Special educational needs: code of practice, DfES, 2001; 
www.sen.ttrb.ac.uk/viewarticle2.aspx?contentId=12386. 

http://www.sen.ttrb.ac.uk/viewarticle2.aspx?contentId=12386

